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Tür following Extrack was made ſometime ago, 
by a Well-wiſher to Religion, from a pam- 
phlet entitled, 4 Humble Confeſſion of the Sins of 


the Miniſtry, with a view to have it publiſhed. It 


was thought proper, however, that, beſides re- 
printing alongſt with it the firſt Preface, inform- 


ing the public of the primary occaſion of that 
Humble Confeſſion, there ſhould alfo be reaſons. 


aſſigned for the publication of this Extract. 
But leſt it ſhould have the appearance of ex- 
poling the Clergy, we would aſſure our readers, 


And that Honourable Body in particular, that we 


have been actuated by no ſuch baſe motive; as, 


on the contrary, we have the higheſt regard for 
every faithful miniſter of Jesvs CHRIST; and 
doubt not but there are many ſuch in the Church 


of Scotland, who reckon it their greateſt honour 


and happineſs to ſpend and be ſpent for CHRIS T: 


theſe, we are perfuaded, will be the readieſt to 
approve of this pamphlet, freely acknowledging, 
that many of the evils here confeſſed inſenſibly 


creep into their hearts; while others, in fact, moſt 


. guilty, will be ready to treat it with the utmoſt 


indifference and contempt. Leaving, however, the 


_ conſequences to Gop, and hoping that we would 
never be left to do any thing to the diſhonour of 
his name, we have thought it our duty to recom- 
mend this Humble Confeſſion of Sins to the at- 
tentive and ſerious perufal of the Miniſters of this 


Church, for the following reaſons : 
, Becauſe we find the Miniſters of the 
Church of - Scotland agrecing, in the year 1732, 
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for many weighty reaſons, (which are ſpecified in | 


the original Preface), to print the pamphlet from 
which this Extract is taken; and we apprehend 
that that precedent may juſtify the preſent publi- 


cation, as we may juſtly conclude there is full as 


much occaſion for it at preſent, as at the time it 
was originally printed. Had we indeed begun a 
work of this kind ourſelves, and taken upon us 
to point out the ſins of the miniſtry, we might 
have been charged with officiouſneſs, and perhaps 
with ſome propriety called bu/y bodies, minding 


other men's matters; but we would hope the pre- 
ſent publication will be noways offenſive, ſceing it 


contains nothing but what was formerly acknow- 
ledged, and defigned to be made known to the 
world; and therefore that a patient peruſal here- 
of will not be refuſed by the preſent minittry z 
eſpecially as it is preſumed ſuch of the miniſters. 


* 


as are (till alive, who were concerned in the firſt 
publication, will enforce the reading of it upon 


their brethren by ſtronger conſiderations than 


may be here ſuggeſted. 


2dly, That the evils complained of, as encrea- 
ſing among the preſent miniſtry, are very great. 


— What can be more awful than running into the 


ſacerdotal office unſent, without the faving know- 


ledge of CurisT, or experience of the power of 
divine truth on their minds? And 1s not, then, 


the licenſing ſuch very lamentable ? The goſpel 
of CHrIsT they cannot preach; and if they de- 
liver another, are they not accurſed ? Not only 
ſo, but unleſs their hearers are more than ordi— 
narily intelligent, and have learned to ſearch the 


Scriptures for theinſelves, does not all paſs for 


truth which comes from the pulpit? and thus the 
blind leading the blind, both fall into the ditch. 


It is plain then, that the groſs ignorance of divine 
things, ſo prevalent at preſent among all ranks of 


people, may be juſtly attributed to the negligence 
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N 
it will hold as a true proverb, © Such paſtors ſuch 
* people.” : 

3dly, If the ftate of religion is not worſe now 
than it was at that time, we may juſtly affirm that 
it is no better. Nay, is not vital religion almoſt ba- 
niſhed from among us? Does not iniquity abound, 
and the love of many wax cold? Docs not in- 
fidelity make irehinroads upon us? while 


profeſſors of the Chriſtian faith are become luke- 


warm and indifferent, indulging themfelves in 
carnal fecurity, and the Hike. Now, have mini- 
ſters no ſinful hand in ſpreading this dreadful 
contagion among us ?—do all of them feed their 
flocks with wholeſome doctrine ? —Is CHRIST al- 
ways preached ?—Are ſinners alarmed, and with 
ſuitable earneſtnefs exhorted to flee from the 
wrath to come ?—are they beſought by the mer- 


"cies of Gop? or do our teachers encourage and 


entreat them, with a tender concern for their fal- 


vation, to lay hold on the Hope ſet before them 
in the gofpel ?—Do they not (with the falſe pro- 
phets of old) too often fay to their hearcrs, 


«« Peace, peace!” when, alas, ſudden deſtruction 
approacheth.— CHRIST and Virtue one would be 
apt to imagine were ſynonymous terms, as inſtead 
of the former, the latter is continually founded 
in our ears; nay, recommended to our admira- 


tion and worthip as an adorable goddeſs, and all 


this without ever informing us what ſhe is; but 
whatever ſhe is, that reſpect to her fecurcs our 


title to heaven. — What is the conſequence of all 


this? why, that too many imbibe the plauſible, 
ſoothing doctrine, and imagine all is well, anc 


that heaven is theirs, not doubting but they are 


virtuous, and ſo anſwering the character their mi- 
niſter points out: from hence a profound lethar- 


gy enſues, which nothing, perhaps, but the found 
of the laſt trumpet will be ſufficient to awake them 
from. Now, what muſt we conclude is the end 
' propoſed by ſuch men in becoming miniſters, who 
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thus lull their hearers aſleep in their fins? ean it 
be the glory of Gop and good of fouls? is it not 
to be feared, that ſelfiſh motives have led them 
to this choice? That they may examine them- 
ſelves about this matter, is a 
4th) reaſon why we have publiſhed this Extract: 
1 and as we are unwilling to be their examinators, 
1 far leſs their judges, we could wiſh they would 
| make this uſe of it, That ſuch a trial is neceſ- 
3 fary is very evident from the. nature and i impor- 
e tance of their office; and as ſelf- examination is a 
| duty frequently inculcated from the pulpit, in or- 
1 der to juſtify their ſincerity in ſuch an exhorta- 
tion, miniſters ought certainly to © prove their 
*« ownſelves,” and fo prove examples to their 
flocks. If they have not forgot, 'That in the Old 
Teſtament falſe prophets are ſpoken againſt, (Ez. 
Xilith and xxxivth chapters); That in different 
Places of the New Teſtament likewiſe the ſame 
character is repeatedly condemned; That thoſe _ 
who cnter into the ſacred office of the miniſtry, ** 
without a commiffion from CHRIST, are thieves 
and robbers, ' wolves in ſheep's cloathing ; That 
thoſe who pleaſe men are not the ſervants of 
CHRISTH; if they have not, we ſay, forgot theſe 
_ declarations of Scripture, they cannot fail to fee 
the propriety of making diligent enquiry into 
N their own real characters; and ſeriouſly aſkin 
| themſelves, whether they are indeed faithful am- 
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baſſadors of the LORD JEsvs, their profeſſed ma- 
| lier? To be deceived in this intereſting point, 
| how oo Should not the very pofſibility 
| of a miſtake herein make every one anxiouſly in- 
| 
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quilitive, and excuſe our being moved with a hol 
jealouſy ? Let none therefore be unwilling to ſub- 
mit to this duty as a thing below him, or unne- 
} ceſſary, eſpecially as the ſeemingly troubleſome 
3 and painful taſk is rendered eaſy by having the 
things Peril about which chey arc to try them- 


ſclves; 
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felves; and as we ſee a 66.5 number of mini- 
ſters, in the year 1732, acknowledging them as 
real evils, and mourning over them as ſuch, we 
are perſuaded, that whoever duly attends to the 
ſpiritual nature and extent of the law of Gop, 
will be neceſſarily led to the fame conclufion, ank 
exerciſe of ſoul. Indeed, the grand query with 


every teacher in this Church ſhould be, Am I 
chargeable with all, or any of theſe ? guch as, af- 


ter ſtrict ſearch, are upon the whole free of the 
evils complained of, may go on in their maſter's 
work with ſtrengthened hands, and encouraged 
hearts, giving Gop the glory that they have ob» _ 
tained grace to be faithful: but ſhould others 


| hereupon find themſelves wholly guilty before 
Gov in the ends and views they propoſed by be- 


coming minifters, in the matter they preach, or 
manner they live, how much reaſon have they 
Inſtantly to beſtir themiclyes ! —-- Their reforma- 
tion is a 

52h, and chief Reaſon for the ubliſhing this 
Extract, As the cauſe why perſonal reformation 


does not ſucceed is, that men do not ſtrike at the 
root of their evils, viz. an evil heart of unbelief; 


ſo the chief reaſon why public reformation docs 
not take place, is, that thoſe who ſhould head 
and promote it, not being reformed themſelves, 


| have little anxiety about reforming others. Con- 


cerned, therefore, for religion, and defirous that 
it may flouriſh, we would pray for the reformation 
of unſanctified clergy; but as we {aid before, fo we 
Now repeat it, (to prevent unjuſt reflections), that 
by ſuch we do not mean all our miniſters : no; 
we are aſſured better things of many of chem; 
although they muſt be ſenſible with us, that ma- 
ny of their nominal brethren are altogether un- 
worthy of that name by which they are called. — 
In ſpeaking fo, they may poſſibly imagine we uſe 
them ill, and that 1 we pay no reſpect to the 2 
| Ca 
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cal order; but, on the contrary, the only deſign 
of this Extract is to rectify their faults, and ſo 
ſupport the dignity of their office; for we are 3 
| ſorry to add, that this charge that they may be 
apt to bring againſt us, belongs chietly to them- 
ſelves, the principles and practice of too many of 
them rendering them juſtly contemptible: As 
none, therefore, degrade them fo much as they 
degrade chemſelves, we would hereby, if poflible, 
Taiſe them from that ſcorn and diſgrace their un- 
worthy conduct has incurred. Should they be 
reformed, what happy effects might follow! May 
we not then expect that the LorÞy would ſmile 
on their diligent endeavours, would crown their 
induſtrious labours with ſucceſs, and cauſe decay- 
ed religion to revive! Nay, is it not natural to 
ſuppoſe, that the people, when they ſee their mi- 
niſters in earneſt in their ſermons, and their con- 
verſation correſponding, muſt liſten with more 
attention and concern? and as ** faith comes by 
„ hearing,” we need not doubt of the molt pre- 
cious and happy conſequences, We know indeed 
that though Paul ſhould plant, and Apollos / 
© water, yet it is the Lok p alone that giveth the 
e encreaſe;” but as He generally begins, and car- J 
Ties on his gracious deſigns by means, we have no 
1 reaſon to expect good but in the uſe of theſe; 
| and nothing, we think, can prove more inſtru- 
| | mental in this reſpect than a lively, zealous, and 
faithful miniſtry : whereas, when a deviation from 
the Apoſtolic doctrine and practice takes place, 4 
to the perverting of the very deſign of ſubſcri» | 
bing. the formula of this Church, what muft 
| be the diſmal conſequence ? mult not the. © people 
| | * be deſtroyed for lack of knowledge? - By 
this means, alas! miniſters of Religion, baniſh 
religion! and thoſe that by their profeſſion thould 
preach CHRIST, preach Chriſtianity out of the 
country! As it is to be feared, that what we now 
. 5 allert, 
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aſſert, is the mournful experience of many quar- 

ters of this Church, may not the LoxÞb be hereby 
rovoked to remove the Candleſtic from us alto- 

gether ? This has been the melancholy lot of other 

churches, once more famous than ours ever was: 

and would it not then be very proper to appoint 


a day for public humiliation, and confeflion of 


the {ins both of miniſters and people? This was 
lately propoted in our public papers, when we 
were threatencd with the pefttilence; but can a 
more direful calamity poflibly invade us than that 


of which we have now been ſpeaking ? The one 


can only deſtroy the body, but the other both 
ſoul and body in bell for ever: for as a certain 
author (not unknown in this city for his licenti— 
ous tenets) unjuitly faid of many of our godly 
miniſters, ſo we may ſay of thofe who preach in 
the manner above mentioned, © That they teach 
« a {mooth way to hell.” | 

6thly, The awful threatnings denounced againſt 
unfaithful paſtors. Moved with compaſſion to 


ſuch, we would beg leave to remind them of the 


following paſſages of Scripture, praying Gor they 
may prove effectual to awaken them to a fenſe of 
their duty in the miniſterial function: In Ezek. 
chap. xxxiv, v. 10, thus ſaith the Lon D, Be- 
“ hold, I am againſt the ſhepherds, and I will 
« require my flock at their hand ;” and here we 


cannot help obſerving, that had there been no 
more than the © Wo” denounced by Gop in the 
beginning of the chapter, it might be ſufficient to 


alarm every fooliſh prophet : But further, in ch. 


*XXX1ii, the fame perſons, in the character of 


watchmen, are warned of their danger in terms 


equally explicit and ſtrong. After a ſhort but 
comprehenſive account of the office and duty of 
watchmen, the words are as follow in ver. 7th: 
So thou, O ſon of man, I have ſet thee a watch- 


„% man unto the Houſe nf Iſrael: therefore thou 


« ſhalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn 


« them 


BI 
« them from me. When I ſay unto the wicked, 
% O wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou 
* doſt not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his 
«© way, that wicked man ſhall die in his 8 29. 
* but his blood will I require at thine hand.“ 


Whether all this is applicable to miniſters wade 


the New Teſtament, cannot well be doubted ; for 


as there were falſe prophets : among GoD's ancient 


people, ſo, ſays Peter in his Second Epiſtle, ch. ii. 
© ſhall there be falſe teachers among us, who pri- 
vily thall bring in damnable hereſies, even de- 
„ nying the LorD that bought them, and bring 
% upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction.“ How then 
will they ſtand in the judgment, when the Chief 
Shepherd ſhall appear, and call them to an ac- 


count not only for themſelves, but likewiſe for 
their flocks? will they then have confidence, and 
not be aſhamed ? will they preſent their people as 


their glory, their crown? will they not rather be 
witneſſes againſt them, and add to their puniſh- 


ment in blaming them as the cauſe of their ruin? 


Surely this conſideration ought to be of themt- 


moſt importance to every one that has aſſumed the 
- miniſterial character: And our intention ought. 
at leaſt to be juſtified, in preſenting them with 


this Humble Confeffon of the Sins of the Mini- 
ſtry, as it may ſerve as a looking-glaſs in which 


to view themſelves, that in taking heed to their 


_ doctrine and conduct, they may not t be caſtaways 
at the rs | 
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By the MixIsrERs of the Cuuxcn of 
SCOTLAND. | 


LTH OUGH we are not ignorant, that 
mockers of all forts may take occaſion by 


7 this Acknowledgment of the Sins of Miniſters, 
to ſtrengthen themſelves in their prejudices at our 


perſons and callings, and turn this unto our re- 
proach; and that ſome may miſconſtrue our mean- 
Ing therein, as if we did thereby intend to render 
the Miniſtry of this Church baſe and contempti- 
ble, which is far from our thoughts; we know- 
ing and being perſuaded in ourſelves, that there 
are many able, godly and faithful miniſters in the 
land; yet being convinced that we are called to 
humble ourſclves, and to juſtify the Loo in all 
the contempt that he hath poured upon us, that 
they who ſhall know our fins, may not ſtumble 


at our judgments, we have thought it our duty 


to publiſh this following diſcovery and acknow- 
ledgment of the corruptions and ſins of miniſters, 
That it may appear how deep our hand is in the 
tranſgreſſion, and that the miniſters of Scotland | 

have 


(xi) 
have no ſmall acceſſion to the drawing on of thele - 
judgments that are upon the land. 


Only, in this following Acknowledgment, we 
defire it may be conſidered, That there are here 
enumerated ſome ſins, whereof there be but ſome © 
few miniſters guilty ; and others whereof moe are | 


guilty; and not a few, which are the ſins of theſe ' 
| whom the Lok p hath keeped from the more [ 


groſs corruptions herein mentioned; and that it 
is not to be wondered at, if the miniſtry of Scot- 
land be yet in a great meaſure unpurged, con- 
fidering that there was ſo wide a door opened for 
the entering of corrupt perſons into the miniſtry, 
for the ſpace of above thirty years under the ty- 
ranny of prelates, and that alſo there hath been 
fo many diverſions from, and interruptions of en- 
deavours to have a purged miniſtry in this land, 
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EXTRACT, Sc. 


| Of the SINS of the MINISTRY. 


: FI R 8 T, Such as are before their Entry 


to the Miniſtry. 


? J. 1 GHTNESS and profanity in converſa- 


tion, unſuitable to that holy calling which 


1 they did intend, not thor oughly repented of 


2 Not ſtudying to be in Chriſt, before they be 


n the miniſtry ; ; nor to have the pr actical know- 
7 ledge and experience of the myſtery of the goſpel 
in themſelves, before they preach it to others. 

3. Neglecting to fit themſelves for the work of 
4 the miniſtry, in not improving prayer and fellow- 


hip with God, and other means; and not mourn- 


ing for theſe neglects. 


4. Not ſtudying ſelf-denial, nor reſolving to 


: ; take up the croſs of Chrift. 


5. Negligence to entertain ſight and ſenſe of ſin 


1 and miſery, not wreſtling againſt corruption, nor 
A ſtudying mortification and ubduedneſs of ſpirit, 


SECONDLY, In entering the Miniſtry. 


1. Aral. corrupt, and crooked ways of enter- 


0 2 ing to the miniſtry; ſuch as by preſenta- 
1 B tion 
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1 
tion, ſolicitation of friends, c. without che con- 
ſent of the godly in the pariſh. 


2. Entering to the miniſtry without reſpect to 
a commiſſion from. jeſus Chriſt; by which it hath | 


come to paſs, that many have run unſent. 


3. Entering to the miniſtry, not from the love 
of Chriſt, nor from a deſire to honour God in 
gaining of fouls, but for by-ends, for a name, and 
for livelihood in the world, notwithſtanding ſo- ] 


lemn declarations to the contrary at admiſſion, 


4. Some offering themſelves to trial without 
abilities, and ſtudying to conceal and hide their 
weakneſs, by making uſe of the help and pains of 
ſome friend and acquaintance, or other men's 
papers, in ſeveral parts of the trial; and ſome au- 
thoriſed to preach, and others admitted to the 
miniſtry, who have little or no abilities for per- ; 
forming the duties thereof, 


* 


THIRD LY, After entering the Miniſtry: ' 1 


which is, 


FIR ST, In our private Condition and Con- 
verſation. 


" ] Enorance of God, want of nearneſs to Him, 


and taking up little of God in readings: me · 
ditating, and ſpeaking of Him. 
2. Exceediug great ſelfiſhneſs in all that we do, 


acting from our ſelves, and for ourſel ves. 
3. Leaſt delight in theſe things wherein lyeth 
our neareſt communion with God, great incon- 


ſtancy in our walk with God, and neglect of ac- 


91 213 2918 Him in all our ways. 


In going about duties, leaſt careful of theſe 


ak are molt remote from the eyes of men. 


5 Seldom in ſecret prayer with God, except to 


fit | 


_ 


{08-3 
ſt for public performances; and even that much 
me or gone about very ſuperficially. 
6. Glad to find excuſes for the neglect of duties. 
7. Neglecting the reading of the Scriptures in 


f ſecret, for edifying ourſelves as Chriſtians; only 
reading them in ſo far as may fit us for our duty 
as miniſters, and oft - times neglecting that. 


8. Not given to reflect upon our own ways, 


nor ſuffering conviction to have a thorough work 
upon us, deceiving ourſelves by reſting upon ab- 
ſtmence from, and abhorrence of evils, from the 
2 light of a natural conſcience, and looking upon 
3 the ſame as an evidence of a real change, 


9. Evil guarding of, and watching over the 


*| beet and careleſſneſs in ſelf ſearching, which 
Z makes much unacquaintedneſs with ourſelves, and 
x eſtrangedneſs from God. 


10. Not guarding, nor wreſtling againſt ſeen 


| and known ills, eſpecially our predominants, 


11. A facility to be drawn away with the temp- 


2 tations of the times, and other particular tempta- 


tions, according to our inclinations and fellowſhip, 
12, Inſtability and wavering in the ways of God, 

through the fears of perſecution, hazard, or lo's 

of eſteem; and declining duties, becauſe of the 


3 fear of jealouſics and reproaches, 


13. Not eſteeming the Croſs of Chriſt, and 
ſufferings for his Name honourable ; but rather 
ſhifting fufferings from lelf-love, 

14. Little conſcience made of ſecret humilia- 
tion and faſting by ourſelves apart, and in our 
families, that we might mourn for our own, and 
the land's guiltineſs, and great backflidings; and 
tittle applying the cauſes of public humiliation to 


5 our own hearts. 


. Finding of our own pleaſures, hen the 
1 calls for humiliation, _ | 
16 Refined hypocriſy, defiring to appear what 
indeed we are not. | 
TER | Ba 


Re 17. Arti- 


(616) 
17. Artificial confeſfing of fin without repen- 
tance. 
18. Confeſſion of fin in ſecret much lighted, 
even of thofe things whereof we are convinced, 


19. No reformation after ſolemn acknowledg- 
ments, and private vows; thinking ourſelves ex- A 


oncred after confeſſion. 
20. Readier to ſearch out, and cenſure faults i in 


others, than to ſee or take with them in ourſelves. 
21. Eſtimation of men as they agrec with, op 


diſagree from us. 


22, Not learning to fear by the falls of gracious * 


men, nor mourning and praying for them, 
23 Little or no mourning for the corruption 
of our nature, and leſs groaning under, and long- 


ing to be delivered from that body of death, the : 


bitter root of all our other evils, 


SECONDLY, In our Converſation ant 
Wall with, and before our Flocks, 10 
others. 

„ J7Ruitleſs converſing ordinarily with others, 
for the worſe rather than the better. 
2, Fooliſh jeſting away time with impertinent 


and uſcleſs diſcourſe, very unſceming the mini- | 


{ters of the goſpel. 
3. Carnal familiarity with natural and wicked 


men, whereby they are hardened, the people of 


God ſtumbled, and we ourſelves blunted. 
4. Slighting fellowthip with thoſe by whom we 


might profit. _ 
S. Deſiring more to goes t with theſe as 
might better us by their parts, than ſuch as might. 1 


edify us by their graces. 


6. Not ſtudyin g opparvanities of doing good GY 
others. 


7. Abuſing of time in fr equent recreations and 


paſtimes, and loving our pleatures more than God, 


8. Taking 


Ciba 


ed, 
d. 
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8. Taking little or no time to cheiſtian ail. 


ourſe with young men trained up for the mi- 


niſtr Yo 


9. Common and ordinary difcourſe on the 


Lord's day, 
10. Slighting Chriſtian admonition from any 
Jof our flocks, or others, as being below us; and 
 Zaſhamed to take light and warning from private 
2 Chriſtians. 


11. Diflike of, or bitterneſs apainſt ſuch as 


N deal freely with us by admonition, or reproof; 
and not dealing faithfully wich others who would 
welcome it off our hands. 


12. Not making conſcience to take pains on the 


ignorant and profane for their good. 


13. Our not mourning for the ignorance, un- 


belief, and miſcarriages of the flocks committed 
7 unto us. 
14. Impatient bearing of the infirmities of 


others, raſhly breaking out againſt their perſons, 
more than ſtudying to gain them from their ſins, 
1 5. Not uſing freedom with theſe of our charge, 


and for moft part ſpending our time with them 


in common diſcourfes, not tending to edification. 


16. Neglecting admonition to friends and others 
in an evil courſe. ; 
17. Not praying for men of a contrary judg- 


ment ; but uſing reſervedneſs and diſtance from 


them, being more ready to ſpeak of them than to 


them, or to God for them. 

18. Not weighed with the fallings and miſcar- 
riages of others, but rather taking advantage 
thereof for juſtifying ourſelves. 


19. Talking of, and ſporting at the faults of 


others, rather than compafſionating of them. 
20. No pains taken in religious ordering of our 
families, nor ſtudying to be patterns to other fa- 


miles 1 in the government of ours, 
v3. 
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27. Haſty anger and Mon in our families | 
and converſation with others. 


22. Covetouſneſs, wordly- e and an 
mordinate deſire after the things of this life, upon 
which followeth a neglect of the duties of our 

calling, and our being taken up for the moſt part 
with the things of the world. 


23. Want of 5 and charity to the 
members of Chriſt. 
24. Not cherifhing oodlineſs in the people, and 
| ſome being afraid of it, and hating the people of | 
God for piety, and ſtudying to bear down, and 
quench the RV of the — amongſt them, 


2 by, 
- - 
— 5 
. i 


THIRDI Y, In the Diſcharge of Mini- | 
ſterial Duties: which i 18, ; 


— — : — 2 
— — — * r 


F IR "4 In regard of ladouring in che Word | 
and Doctrine. ä 


Nor entertains that * of ſpirit in mi- 
niſterial duties, which we found at the 
firft entry to the miniſtry, 

2. Truſting to gifts, parts, and Pains ks for 
preparation, whereby God is provoked to blaſt 
111 good matter well ordered and worded. 

60 3. Carcleſs in employing Chriſt, and drawing I 
| U virtue out of Him for enabling us to en in 
— the A 4p and in power. 

0 | In prayer for afliſtance, we pray more for 
5 b aſſiſtance to the meſſenger than to the meſſage 
| 


Wi which we carry; not caring what become of the 

| l word, if we bc with ſome meaſure of affiſtance 

Ii carried on in the duty. 

| 5. Neglect of prayer after the ward | is preach- 
ed, that it may receive the former and latter rain, 
and that the Lord would put in the hearts of his 

people what we fpeak to them in his name. 


6. Excerding | 


i- 


rd 


| 22 19 y 0 IN 
6. Dees great neglect and unſkilfüweſs 

90 ſet forth the excellencies and uſefulneſs of Je- 
ſus Chriſt and the New Covenant, which ought 
to be the great ſubject of a miniſter's ſtudy and 


preaching. 


7 Speaking of Chriſt more by hearſay, than 


; from knowledge and experience, or any real im 


preſſions of him upon the heart. 

8. The way of moſt miniſters' preaching too 
legal. | 
9. Not preaching Chrift in the Gmplicity of the 
goſpel, nor ourſelves the people's ſervants for 

Chriſt's fake. 
10. Preaching of Chriſt, not that the people 


| may know him, but that they may think we know : 


much of hiv. " .' - 
11. Not preaching with bowels of compaſſion 


10 them who are in hazard to. periſh. 


12. Bitterneſs, inſtead of zeal, in ſpeaking 
againſt malignants, ſectaries, and other ſcandalous 5 
perſons, and unfaithful therein. 

13. Not ſtudying to know the particular con- 


eition of the Sb of the people, that we may 
| ſpeak to them accordingly ; nor keeping a parti- 


cular record thereof, though convinced of the 
uſefulneſs of this. 
14. Want of wiſdom in application to the ſe- 


veral condition of ſouls, not fo careful to bring 


home the point by application as to find out the 
doctrine, nor ſpeaking the fame with that reve- 
rence which becomes his word and meſſage. 

85 Chuſing texts whereon we have ſomething 
to fay, rather than ſuiting to the condition of 


ſouls and times; and frequent preaching of the 
Fame things, that we may not be put to the pains 
of new ſtudy, 


16. Too much eyeing our own credit and ap- 


1 plauſe, and being taken with it when we get it, 
and unſatisſied when it is wanting. 


17. Timorouſucl 


1 We 
17. Timorouſteſs in delivering God's meſfage, 
letting people die in reigning fins without warning. 
18, Studying the diſcharge of duties rather to 
free ourſelves from cenſure, than to Approve our· 
ſelves to God. 

19. Shunning to declare the whole counſel of 
God to his people, and * not giving 
teſtimony in times of defection, 

20. Not ſtudying to profit by our own doc- 
trine, nor the doctrine of others. 

21, For moſt part preaching as we Genie e | 
were not concerned in the meſſage we carry to the 
people. 

22. Not rejoicing at the converſion of ſinners, 
but content with the unthriving of the Lord's 
work amongſt his people, as ſuiting beft with our 
. minds; fearing if they fhould thrive better, we 
ſhould be more put to it, and lets eſteemed by 
them. 
23. We preach not as s before God, but as to 
men, as doth appear by the different ee 8 
we make according to our hearers. 
2234. Not making the miniſtry a work in ear- 
neſt, as a thing to be accounted for in every du- 
ty, which makes much lazineſs and unfruitful- 
neſs, doing duties ex officio, not ex conſeientia . 
ficii, rather to ditchar ge our calling than our con- 
ſcience. 


SECONDLY, In the Adminiſtration of 


Sacr aments. 


J. In Baptiſm. | ; 


1. N OT inſtructing parents in their duty, not 
charging them with their promiſe given at 
the baptiſing of their children, nor trying what 
Pains they have taken to perform the _. 
7 8 D* 


z 
II. In the Lord's Supper. 


1. Admitting mixed multitudes to the Lord's 
table, not ſeparating berwixt the precious and the 
vile. - 

2 Unequal dealing with poor and rich, in ad- 
mitting to, or ſuſpending and debarring from the 
Lord's table. 

3. Carnal and unworthy carriage of miniſters 
at the communion, being more deſirous to have 
that action by our hands with credit to ourſelves, 
| than with profit to the people. 

4. Thinking when that action is by hand, that 
we have a vacancy from other miniſterial duties 
for a time 

5. Little wreſtling with God to have the people 
prepared for it, or the guilt of profaning of it 

by our ſelves 8 and others taken away. | 


THIRD LY, In Viſiting. 


1. NEgligent, lazy, and partial viſiting the ſick; 
it they be poor, we go once, and only 

when ſent hos; if they be rich, and of better nete 
we go oftner, and unſent for. 15 
2. Wearying or ma to go to ſuch as wo 
eſteem graccleſs. 
3. Not knowiug how to ſpeak with the tongue 
of the learned a word in ſeaſon to the weary and 
exerciſed in conſcience, nor to ſuch as are under 
the loſs of hutband, wife, children, friends or 
goods, for the improving of theſe trials to their 

ritual advantage, nor to dying perſons. 
4. Not viſiting the people from houſe to houſe, 
Box pr aywg with them at fit oppor tunities. 


| FOURTHLY, 


T 22 } 


FOURTHLY, In Catechiſing. 


1. 14 Z J and negligent in catechiſing. 
2. Not preparing our hearts before, nor 
wreſtling with God for a bleſſing to it, becauſe 
of the ordinarineſs and apprehended eaſineſs of it. 
3. Partial in catechiſing, paſſing by thofe that 
are rich, and of better quality, though many of 
ſuch ſtand ordinarily in great need of inſtruction. 
4. Not waiting upon, and following the igno- 
Fane; but paſſionately * of them often, 


FIFTH LY, In Ruling and Diſcipline. 


. PArtiality in adminiſtration of cenſures with 
reſpect of perſons, not uſing the like faith- 
ful freedom towards high and low. | 
$ Superficial, ſinful, and flight cenſuring one 
another, at times appointed for that end in preſ- 
byteries and {ynods, and neglect of faithful free- 
dom and love in performing that duty. 
3. Admitting of men to the miniſtry who were 
not qualificd with grace as well as gifts, notwith- 
ſtanding the word of God, and Conſtitutions of 
this Kirk do require the one as well as the other, 
Which hath becn the foundation of many ovils, 
4. Great unfaithfulneſs in bringing in, and 
holding in unworthy perſons in the miviſtry, and 
| Keeping cenſures off unfaithful men. 
5. Conftituting elderſhips of ſuch men as are 
known to be ignorant, profane, and diſaffected to 
the work of God, and being careleſs to have them 
conſiſting of the moſt able and godly men within 


the congregation, —a great cauſe of much igno- 


rance, profane, and ſcandalous carriage among 
the people. 

6. "Ying to bold out the necefſary quali- 
facations 


©: 23 5 


Yearions and duties of ruling elders, and to o ſtir 
them up to their duty. 

7. Not carrying ourſelves in judicatories in 
other ways toward ruling-elders as toward bre- 
thren, and joint overſcers in the work of Gad. 

8. Not ſtooping to a gaining way in debates in 
kirk judicatories, nor making application to God 
for e of his mind in things debated, be- 
fore they pals in a concluſion, 

Wearying to hear men fully who repreſent 
| their doubts, and to weigh all the arguments that 
can be repreſented for the negative, before the 
affirmative be concluded. 

10. Pride, impatience, and peremprorineſ of 


ſpirit, not ſtaying on other's clearneſs in our de- 


bates and concluſions; through which it comes to 
paſs, that we judge raſhly of precious men, and 
alienation of affection ſteals in, and is entertained, 
I. Haſty concluding of acts, and preſſing obe - 
dience thereto, without convincing grounds holden 
forth from Scripture for ſatisfying the conſciences 
of the Lord's people. 
12, Making votes ſubſervient to the bumours 
of men, and human intereſts, 
13. Some altogether neglecting wholeſome acts 
and conſtitutions of Aſſemblies, and others re· 
ceiving their acts too , 52 


SIXTH LY, In relation to the Public, 


1. Nor tudying the controverſies of the time, 
5 that we might be enabled to hold forth 


5 light. and convince gainſayers. 


2. Following of public buſineſs with too much | 
negle&t of our flocks. 5 
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